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Our mission is to elevate awareness, accelerate diagnosis and 
educate women aff ected by ovarian cancer within Ireland. To 
source and share knowledge of developments in global research 
and best practice with the OvaCare community. To provide support 
and advocacy through OvaCare’s dedicated support networks.

Our Vision is that all women concerned about or diagnosed with 
ovarian cancer have immediate access to the knowledge and 
support that is available, which empowers them to make critical 
personal and family decisions in a supportive environment.

OvaCare was co-founded by June 
Feeney and Rachel McKeon in 
2011, following their own personal 
experiences with ovarian cancer. 
They both felt there was very little 
support in Ireland for women and 
their families aff ected by the disease, 
and they believed strongly that 
OvaCare could help provide this 
support as well as ‘giving a voice’ 
to the disease.  Our medical panel, 

led by Senior Scientist Dr Sharon 
O’Toole from Trinity College; consists 
of Gynaecological Oncologists from 
each of the 8 Centres of Excellence, 
Medical Oncologists, Pathologist, 
Medical Geneticist, Epidemiologist, 
Medical Social Worker, Gynaecological 
Nurse Specialists and the Director 
of Women’s Health at the ICGP.  Our 
patron is Miriam O’Callaghan.

Who We Are / Our Founders
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www.ovacare.ie


What We Do

SUPPORT 
PATIENT DAYS AND 
SUPPORT GROUPS

Patient Days have taken place across 
Ireland which provide information 
and support for ovarian cancer 
patients and their families. It provides 
the opportunity to hear from leading 
clinicians, therapists and researchers 
specialising in the disease, as well 
as being a chance to meet fellow 
patients.  The response to these days 
has been astounding; with many 
patients stating that they ‘no longer 
feel alone’. We have established 
ovarian cancer support groups and 
run “coffee and chat” events each 
month across the country.  From our 
events it is clear that women would 
appreciate the opportunity to meet 
with others going through similar 
experiences on a regular basis for 
support and encouragement.  

ADVOCACY

OvaCare is a member of ENGAGe 
which is a subgroup of ESGO 
(European Society of Gynaecological 
Oncology).  We are also members 
of ECPC (European Cancer Patient 
Coalition) and IPPOSI (Irish Platform 
of Patient Organisations, Science 
and Industry). Our own members of 
OvaCare, who are primarily patients 
and family members, continually 
express concern that their cause is 
little known in Ireland and therefore 
little understood or provided for.  In 
addressing the former issue of being 
little known, OvaCare was actively 
involved in establishing the first 
every World Ovarian Cancer Day in 
2013 and is part of the International 
working group on this.

ONLINE COMMUNITY

Our online community forms part 
of our website and is a place where 
patients and family members share 
their experiences, fears, hopes and 
concerns via online blogs, questions 
and polls. The community is proving 
a valuable resource for those directly 
affected by a disease which sees over 
300 new diagnoses each year in Ireland.

INFORMATION

Our website www.ovacare.ie provides 
vital factsheets on ovarian cancer, 
links for the latest news, links for 
Cancer Trials Ireland for clinical trial 
updates and progress in research 
as well as information on upcoming 
events. Embedded in our website is a 
link to the ovarian cancer information 
website http://www.ovarian-cancer. 
ie/ which was established thanks to a 
joint grant from ENGAGe (European 
Network of Gynaecological Cancer 
Advocacy Groups) to Ovacare and 
another Irish ovarian cancer charity 
SOCK (Supporting Ovarian Cancer 
Knowledge). 
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www.ovacare.ie
http://www.ovarian-cancer.ie/


OvaCare Activities | 2020

World Ovarian Cancer Day 
08.05.2020

A number of National organisations came together to highlight 
ovarian cancer symptoms for world ovarian cancer day. The 
groups involved included; Breakthrough Cancer Research, Cancer 
Trials Ireland, East Galway and Midlands Cancer Support Centre, 
Emer Casey Foundation, Irish Cancer Society, Irish Society of 
Gynaecological Oncology, Karen Fenton Ovarian Cancer Fund, 
Lynch Syndrome Ireland, Marie Keating Foundation, National 
Cancer Control Programme, OvaCare, SOCK, St. James’ Hospital 
Foundation (GynaeCancerCare) and Trinity College Dublin.   
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In the past we held a number of information sessions around the 
country but this year was diff erent due to COVID, so all events were 
held virtually. 
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ARTICLE
IRISH MIRROR ONLINE

Irish GP trying for baby had 
life saved when doctor found 
ovarian cancer.

Media Outputs
World Ovarian Cancer Day

SOCIAL MEDIA

WATCH VIDEO

READ ARTICLE

TV ADVERT USED EACH YEAR  
CREATED BY OVACARE

The Emer Casey Fndtn on Twitter: 
In Ireland we are lucky to work with 
incredible ovarian cancer researchers, 
healthcare professionals, advocates, 
patients and their families... we are 
honoured to mark World Ovarian Cancer 
Day with them today and to amplify 
their #PowerfulVoices #WOCD2020

Breakthrough Cancer Research organised a number of 
online seminars through their social media channels. 
Links are available below:

Dearbhaile Collins | World Ovarian Cancer Day 2020 - An Oncologist’s Viewpoint (19k views)

Jennifer Quinn | Overcoming Ovarian Cancer Recurrence and Drug Resistance - 
Emerging Research (4.3k views)

Marie Keating Foundation organised the first virtual BRCA seminar in Ireland

Ovacare hosted its fi rst virtual coff ee and chat which proved very successful and continued 
monthly for the rest of the year. 
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https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=613185925942762
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=245149319927468
https://www.mariekeating.ie/2020/04/first-ever-virtual-brca-seminar-in-ireland/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TFO-xpvnQNw
https://www.irishmirror.ie/lifestyle/health/irish-gp-trying-baby-life-21963973
https://twitter.com/EmerCaseyFndtn/status/1258658760739954688?s=20


Light up in Teal

To mark World Ovarian Cancer Day, the following buildings 
agreed to ‘Light Up in Teal’, the colour associated all over 
the world with the fi ght against ovarian cancer – City and 
County Halls, Cork; Convention Centre, Dublin; East Galway 
and Midlands Cancer Support Centre, Ballinasloe, Co. 
Galway;  Heuston Station, Dublin; Kilkenny Castle; National 
Concert Hall, Dublin; National University of Ireland, Galway; 
Pearse Lyons Distillery, Dublin; Rock of Cashel, Tipperary; 
Titanic, Belfast; University College Cork. 
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Advocacy

The National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics (NCPE) 
evaluates new medicines to check their:

Clinical eff ectiveness (how well they treat a patient’s condition 
compared with other ways to manage the condition)

Cost eff ectiveness (value for money) 

Eff ect on the HSE budget (budget impact)

They send their recommendations to the HSE to help them 
decide whether or not to provide a medicine.

There is increasing recognition of the importance of patient 
involvement in health care decision making, and of the unique 
contribution that patients can off er through sharing their lived 
experiences. The NCPE consider that patients can make a 
valuable contribution to Health Technology Assessment of new 
drug technologies, and to this end have created the Patient 
Organisation Submission Process.

Ovacare submitted an application in support of Olaparib 
(Lynparza®) for maintenance of BRCA-mutated advanced 
OVCA. Olaparib monotherapy is indicated for the maintenance 
treatment of adult patients with advanced (FIGO stages III and 
IV) BRCA1/2-mutated (germline and/or somatic) high-grade
epithelial ovarian, fallopian tube or primary peritoneal cancer 
who are in response (complete or partial) following completion 
of fi rst-line platinum-based chemotherapy.

Ovacare welcomes the decision of the NCPE to approve this 
drug in Dec 2020. 
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04

Irish Cancer Society 
PhD Scholarship

Ovacare is delighted to hear that the 
Irish Cancer Society is funding Adele 
Connor to carry out a PhD in ovarian 
cancer. Adele presented her project 
at one of the Ovacare coffee and 
chat events and got some very good 
feedback from the patients, many of 
whom have agreed to be part of her 
public and patient involvement panel 
for her PhD.

Research

European Network of  
Gynecological Cancer  
Advocacy Groups (Engage) 
Survey

Ovacare is a member of the Engage 
network which is part of the 
European Society of Gynaecological 
Oncology (ESGO). Many of our 
Ovacare members took part in a 
survey run by Engage to assess the 
impact of COVID on gynaecological 
cancer patients across European 
countries. The results were recently 
published and acknowledge 
Ovacare for their contribution. 

READ MORE

Patient Coffee and Chat Events 
2020

03

Sat 11th Jan | Cork

Sat 7th March | Dublin (cancelled due to COVID)

Fri 8th May | World Ovarian Cancer Day | Virtual event

Sat 13th June | Virtual event

Sat 11th July | Virtual event

Sat 8th Aug | Virtual event

Sat 12th Sept | Virtual event

Sat 10th Oct | Virtual event

Sat 14th Nov | Virtual event

Sat 12th Dec | Virtual event
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https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7753798/pdf/CAM4-9999-na.pdf


Care Packs

To further support our members, OvaCare 
is piloting the supply of care packages to our 
members which will contain useful items for 
their hospital visits such as water bottle, neck 
pillow and other goodies. We are grateful to a 
wonderful volunteer, Michaela Burke who helped 
put these beautiful packs together. These packs 
will also contain information about OvaCare and 
our services and may be continued beyond this 
current pandemic time.

05 COVID Response

iPads

The board of Ovacare were conscious of 
the difficulties for cancer patients during 
this pandemic and in particular for those in 
isolation in hospitals and hospices. OvaCare 
made a decision to purchase 6 iPads following 
communication with the hospitals/hospices 
around the country. Two were donated to 
Harolds Cross Hospice, two to St James’s 
Hospital (Oncology unit and Gynaecology unit), 
one to Waterford University Hospital and one 
to University Hospital Galway. This will facilitate 
communication between patients and their 
loved ones at this difficult time.
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Due to the COVID restrictions many meetings were held virtually. 
This did give an opportunity for people to attend and in particular 
to the European meetings. Members of Ovacare attended the:

Patient Voice in Cancer Research on 25th Feb 2020

ESGO Engage patient advocacy week

Irish cancer society “Living well with and beyond cancer” virtual 
conference Tuesday, 29th September and Wednesday, 30th 
September 2020 (recordings available online)

National and International 
Meetings
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A number of national organisations, 
patient advocacy groups and 
researchers joined in the global 
Gynaecological Oncology “GO” Day.  
Raising our voices in solidarity in 
Ireland are; Breakthrough Cancer 
Research, Cancer Trials Ireland, 
CERVIVA, East Galway and Midlands 
Cancer Support Centre, Emer Casey 
Foundation, Irish Cancer Society, 

Irish Society of Gynaecological 
Oncology, Karen Fenton Ovarian 
Cancer Fund, Lynch Syndrome Ireland, 
Marie Keating Foundation, National 
Cancer Control Programme, National 
Immunisation Offi  ce, OvaCare, Sláinte 
an Chláir, SOCK, St. James’s Hospital 
Foundation (GynaeCancerCare), Trinity 
College Dublin and 221+ CervicalCheck 
Patient Support Group.

World Gynaecological Oncology Day
20.09.2020
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Ovacare was delighted to 
take part in World GO Day, 
this video link below was 
created by the organisers 
and features some of the 
Irish organisations that 
submitted videos for the day.

World GO Day
September 2020

CERTIFICATE
OF APPRECIATION

Proudly presented to

Ovacare
for their participation

WORLD GYNECOLOGIC ONCOLOGY DAY

20 SEPTEMBER 2020

#GoForPurple

#WorldGoDay worldgoday.org
WATCH VIDEO
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KotB2j9xFzM&feature=youtu.be&ab_channel=ENGAGeESGOnetwork


Light Up in Purple

To mark World Gynaecologic Oncology Day, the 
following buildings agreed to ‘Light Up in Purple’, 
the colour associated all over the world with 
the fi ght against Gynaecological cancers – City 
Hall, Cork; The Convention Centre, Dublin; East 
Galway and Midlands Cancer Support Centre, 
Ballinasloe, Co. Galway;  The Mansion House, 
Dublin; Millmount, Drogheda, Co. Louth; The 
National Concert Hall, Dublin; National University 
of Ireland, Galway; Pearse Lyons Distillery, 
Dublin; Rock of Cashel, Tipperary; Titanic Belfast 
and University College Cork.  
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MEDIA OUTPUTS

Mummy Pages | Irish Landmarks Will 
Turn Purple For World Gynaecologic Day 

Drogheda Life | Millmount to go purple 
for World Gynaecologic Cancer Day

ONLINE SEMINAR 

World GO Day | Medical Oncologist 
Dr. Dearbhaile Collins talk | A Focus on 
Gynaecological Cancers 

AWARENESS EVENT  

Circle of Friends, Tipperary

SOCIAL MEDIA AWARENESS  

Poster from Sláinte an Chláir
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https://invidious.fdn.fr/watch?v=6igAEZ23WKA&ab_channel=BreakthroughCancerResearch
https://www.mummypages.ie/irish-landmarks-will-turn-purple-for-world-gynaecologic-oncology-day
https://droghedalife.com/news/millmount-to-go-purple-for-world-gynaecologic-cancer-day


Planned Activities | 2021

January 9th | Saturday | 11am - 1pm | Virtual Coffee & Chats

February 13th | Saturday | 11am - 1pm | Virtual Coffee & Chats

March 13th | Saturday | 11am - 1pm | Virtual Coffee & Chats

April 10th | Saturday | 11am - 1pm | Virtual Coffee & Chats

May 8th | Saturday | 11am - 1pm | Virtual Coffee & Chats 
8th | Saturday | World Ovarian Cancer Day

June 12th | Saturday | 11am - 1pm | Virtual Coffee & Chats

July 10th | Saturday | 11am - 1pm | Virtual Coffee & Chats

August 14th | Saturday | 11am - 1pm | Virtual Coffee & Chats

September 11th | Saturday | 11am - 1pm | Virtual Coffee & Chats 
20th | Monday | World Gynaecological Oncology (GO) Day 

October 9th | Saturday | 11am - 1pm | Virtual Coffee & Chats

November 13th | Saturday | 11am - 1pm | Virtual Coffee & Chats

December 11th | Saturday | 11am - 1pm | Virtual Coffee & Chats

Virtual coffee and chats will continue on the 
second Saturday of every month, 11am-1pm.

Please register by emailing info@ovacare.ie 

It is hoped to have a patient day in the 
Autumn 2021 subject to HSE guidelines.
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info@ovacare.ie


Remembering Past Members

We are conscious within our membership group that we 
will have ladies who will die of their disease. We have lost 
some fantastic and amazing ladies, many of whom were 

great patient advocates and devoted their time to increasing 
awareness of the disease. On behalf of Ovacare we would 
like to thank them for their contribution and for trying to 

make a diff erence for women with ovarian cancer. We hope 
their contribution will inspire others. We off er our sincere 

condolences to their families. 

Charity No: CHY 20484 

Web: www.ovacare.ie 

Email: info@ovacare.ie
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www.ovacare.ie



